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wholly free from errors, but is, without question, a de- 
cided addition to the collections of Illinois history, and 
highly worthy of a place in that series of the Historical 
Library's publications. 

A very valuable part of this record is the ably written 
introduction (of 104 pages), in which Professor Scott 
traces the social and economic conditions of Illinois Ter- 
ritory—its population, means of transportation, educa- 
tion, politics, etc.— when its first newspaper was estab- 
lished, at Kaskaskia, in 1814, and on to a recent period. 
His review of the history and progress of journalism in 
the State is divided into five stages ; the first including the 
decade from 1814 to the election of 1824, resulting in the 
defeat of the pro-slavery convention question; the sec- 
ond, from 1824 to the "coonskin and hard cider' ' cam- 
paign of 1840; the third, from 1841 to 1860; the fourth, 
comprising the following decade to 1870; and the fifth, 
to 1879. In each stage were new elements of popular 
opinion, new political issues, and, latterly, many new 
mechanical aids to the printing art, improved transpor- 
tation of mails, and telegraphic facilities of inter-com- 
munication, that greatly influenced the newspaper in- 
dustry. 

The records of the different newspapers and periodi- 
cals of the State, arranged in alphabetic order, are 
necessarily brief, stating the place and date of the be- 
ginning of each, the name of editor or publisher, the 
changes of title and publishers, if any, and duration of 
existence of each. It is an admirable and indispensable 
book of reference, reliable in its facts, and written with 
scholarly precision. 



THE GEOLOGY OF ILLINOIS. 

Bulletin No. 16 of the Geological Survey of Illinois, 
recently issued, is the Year Book of the Survey, out- 
lining, in 402 pages, the work done for the year 1909, and 
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is a valuable and interesting report. Commencing with a 
thorough investigation of the lead and zinc district of 
JoDaviess county, it then details at length the petroleum 
resources of southern Illinois, incidentally reviewing the 
structural geology of that region, and stating the latest 
theories of the origin and accumulation of coal, oil and 
natural gas. Then follows a resume of extensive and 
elaborate studies of the coal seams of the State, setting 
forth, with numerous maps, diagrams, and cuts, the en- 
tire coal field of Illinois, accompanied by reports of the 
chemical composition of coal; the coal resources of cer- 
tain surveyed quadrangles, and an account of mine res- 
cue work; including the causes, and prevention, of ex- 
plosions and other casualties occurring in the mining of 
coal. 

The concluding chapters, on "The Faunal Succession 
and the Correlation of the Pre-Devonian Formations of 
Southern Illinois, ,, and "Structural Materials in Illi- 
nois," are, both from a purely scientific and utilitarian 
view, of great importance to students of geology, as well 
as to the people generally. 

No one can read the facts and conclusions contained 
in this series of Bulletins, or annual reports, of the Geo- 
logical Survey, without experiencing an enlarged con- 
ception of the superior advantages and greatness of 
Illinois. In regard to soil and agricultural possibilities, 
it is the first state in the Union. In extent of its underly- 
ing coal deposits it is not surpassed by any. Its vast re- 
sources of oil and gas, undeveloped, and practically un- 
known until 1905, are truly astonishing. To 1909 there 
had been over 16,000 wells sunk in search of those pro- 
ducts in an area of 240 square miles. The number of 
borings has since greatly increased, and though a large 
proportion are non-productive, the flow from those that 
are is sufficient to place Illinois in the lead of all our oil 
and gas producing states — last year exceeding in quantity 
that of Pennsylvania's largest output in that line. 



